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ANNUAL REPORTS
OF

THE

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS

Superintending School Committee
OF

THE

TOWN OF FARMINGTON,

For the Year E n d i n g F e b r u a r y 17, 1892.

FARMINGTON, MAINE:
PRESS OF KNOWLTON, McLEARY & CO.
1892.

TOWN WARRANT.
To Charles H. Pierce, a Constable of the Town of Farming on, in the County
of Franklin:
GREETING:

In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and
»arn the inhabitants of said Town of Farmington, qualified by law to vote in
town affairs, to assemble at Music Hall, in said town, on the seventh day of
March next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act on the following articles, to
wit:
ARTICLE I . TO choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting.
ART. 2. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year.
ART. 3. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the support of schools the ensuing year.
ART. 4. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to purchase
school-books.
ART. 5. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the support of the poor the ensuing year.
ART. 6. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to defray town
charges the ensuing year.
ART. 7. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to pay outstanding indebtedness.
ART. 8. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to pay interest
on outstanding indebtedness.
ART. 9. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the repair
of roads and small bridges.
ART. 10. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the repair
of large bridges.

4
ART. I i. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of seventy-five dollars
to meet the expenses of Memorial Day.
ART. 12. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of three hundred
dollars for the abatement of taxes for the ensuing year.
ART. 13. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of three hundred and
fifty dollars for the collection of taxes the ensuing year.
ART. 14. To see if the town will authorize the Selectmen and Town
Treasurer to refund by issuing town bonds for all interest-bearing indebtedness due in 1892.
ART. 15. To see if the town will vote to abolish its school districts and
establish a town s\stem of schools.
ART. 16. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for repairing
school-houses.
ART. 17. To see if the town will vote to raise the sum of five hundred dollars
for a free high school.
ART. 18. To see if the town will vote to annex School District No. 21 to
School District No. 5 to become a part thereof.
ART. 19. To see if the town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to enforce
the law in regard to driving on bridges faster than a walk.
ART. 20.

To see how the taxes shall be collected and when made payable.

ART. 21. To see how the inventory shall be taken the ensuing year.
The Selectmen give notice that they will be in session for the purpose of
correcting the list of voters in said town, and hearing and deciding upon the
the application of persons claiming.to have their names entered upon said
lists, at the Selectmen's Office, at 2 o'clock p. 11., Saturday, March 5, A. D.
1892, and at nine o'clock in the forenoon on the day of said meeting.
Given under our hands this 19th day of February, A. D. 1892.
C. B. RUSSELL,
") Selectmen
J. VV. FAIRBANKS, }
of
SAM'L G. CRAIG, ) Farmington.

SELECTMEN'S ANNUAL REPORT.
To the Citizens of the Town of Farmington :
The following report of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal
year ending February 17, 1892, is submitted to the taxpayers of Farmington.
VALUATION AND ASSESSMKNTS.

The valuation as taken in April is as follows :
Real Estate,
Si.152,745 00
Personal Property,
478,680 00
Total Valuation of Real and Personal Property,
$1,631,425 00
Number of Polls,'
895
Upon the polls and estates we have assessed the following sums,
; to wit:
For State Tax,
$ 5,069 04
County Tax,
3,124 ^ 9
Support of Schools,
3.500 0 0
2 ,56° 0 0
Support of Poor,
->.500 0 0
Town Charges,
,000 00
2
Outstanding Indebtedness,
Interest on Outstanding Indebtedness,
45° 00
Roads and Small Bridges,
5.5°° 00
Large Bridges.
75° 00
Memorial Day,
5° 00
00
300
Abatements,
Collection of Taxes,
35° 00
300 0 0
School Books,
720 52
Overlays,
Total amount,
^2 7»»73 8 5
On the 27th day of June, 1891, the lists of the al.cve assessments
were committed to Charles H. Pierce, Collector for the town.
Subsequently a supplemental tax was assessed ard committed to the
Collector, of $65.25, making the total commitment #27,239.10.

r,
SCHOOL DISTRICT N O .

4.

Valuation of Real Hstate,
Personal Property,

$552,870 00
295,850 00

Number of polls Three Hundred and Three.
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following sums, to wit:
for Free High School,
Interest,
Indebtedness,
Curbing and Walks,
Repairing Primary School-house,
Overlays,

SCHOOL DISTRICT N O .

$500
55
438
200
400
54

00
00
68
00
00
11 $1,647 79

22.

$35>245 0 0
11,31500

Valuation of Real Estate,
Personal Property,
Number of polls Twenty-six.

On the polls and estates we have assessed the following sum, to wit:
For Repairing School-house,

SCHOOL DISTRICT N O .

$i°4 °6

3.

Value of Real Estate,
Personal Property,

$68,730 00
8,415 00

Number of polls Forty-seven.
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following sura, to wit:
To purchase land for District,
$63 00

SCHOOL DISTRICT N O .

Valuation of Real Estate,
Personal Property,

7.

$20,675 00
4,27800

Number of polls Eighteen.
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following sum, to wit]
For buying lot and building School-house,

$6§J Pi

7
SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.
Amount of money raised by town,
School Fund and Mill Tax,
Interest on Town School Fund,

>3,5oo oo
1,991 28
50 00

$5,541 28

1
2
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
26
28
30
31

Falls (anion),
Gower,
'4
Norton Flat,
82
Village,
37S
Fairbanks,
65
Sprague,
19
Currier,
8
West Farmington,
S4
Sewall,
23
Greenwood,
'9
Knowlton's Corner,
18
Briggs,
>9
Russell,
20
Porter Hill,
Bailey Hill (suspended),
Titcomb (suspended).
Mosher,
22
Holley,
'7
J. B. Holley (suspended).
Walton's Mills,
3i
No. Chesterville ( u n i o n ) ,
'3
Forbush (union),
12
D. H.Smith(suspended).
Allen's Mills (union),
7
Hillman,
5
Mcintosh (union),
3

899

s 215
126
470
2,191
37S
'35
So
4.S2
68
148
28
Ij
'34
10 oS
7 51
J5
130
JV R D N 65
04
85 OO
25
? 30
15
185
612
168
3
61
92
12

79
84
63
97
71
S4
05
16

60
48
82
40
30
5s
so
46
86

5S
1<>
58
40
10
00

< 211 20

I4O
44 S
1,011
321
54
00
336
'32
129
53

2^
67
32
09
00
50
20
53
50
10

54 75
^33 ' 3
"4 75

Balance
Feb. 16, 1892.

A m o u n t of
Orders
d r a w n since
Feb.
17, 1891.

Amount
Apportioned
A p r i l i, 1891.

17, 1801.

Balance
.

So.

Feb

DISTRICT.

Number
of Scholars.

We have apportioned the above amount of money to the several
districts, as follows, to wit: $6.16 per scholar in the union districts, and
^5.82 per scholar in the other districts, dividing the balance, of $2.83.60,
among the smaller districts.

S

35 '9

2
207
'.193
225
85
87
238
29
6
9'
88
3

07
78
°5
92
42
11
42
01
36
74
34
27

105 00

59 06
iS 59

138 04
108 94

152 50
107 40

44 60

68 70
27 09
7 25

1 So 42
80 0 8
73 92

123 07
96 0 0
51 42

126 05
n 17
29 75

94
11
4 36

43 I 2
30 80
18 48

S',473-29

5,541.28

20 13

44 0 6
30 91
22 84
S4.38'J-38

S2.62S.19

Balance due school dristicts, Feb. 16, 1891,
Si,473 2 9
Amount of school money apportioned Apr. 1, 1891, 5-54 1 2 S
*>7>OI4 57

Orders drawn since F e b . 17, 1891,
.Balance due school districts, Feb. 16, 1892,

*4.3' S 6 3' s
2 , 6 2 8 19

y>7' u '4 57

8
SCHOOL-BOOKS
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,

Appropriation,
Overdrawn,

S 3° •«
4 9 6 06
$ 5 2 6 24

J300 00
226 24
$526 24

H I G H W A Y DISTRICTS.
District No. 1, South.
Overdrawn in 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

A. B. Gordon,

S 20 72
[03 40
20 88

Surveyor.
$14500

Appropriation,

$14500

5145 00
District

Xo. 1:,

North.

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

W. H. Pearson,

S 37 •-:
too 76

Sun

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

Si 37 88

Si37 88
District
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Xo. 2, South.

Herman

S 11 45
64 So

Corbelt,

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

S 7625
District
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Xo. 2, Xorth.

Frank
26 65
73 30

District Xo. 3.

Surveyor.

Appropriation,

Surveyor.

Appropriation,

$850 00
District
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Xo. 4.

S122 42

$85000

$85000

Charles D. Butler.
* 95 3 ;
^7 10

$12500

$12500

A. J. Whcclcr.

S105 92
660 00
8408

S 3 IZ S
4500
% 7625

Grounder,

Si25 00

Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

$5788
8000

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1S90,
Appropriation,

$ 1242
110 00
$122 4 2 -

District

No. 5.

No

$ 60 80
42 9J
6628

Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Surveyor.
Appropriation,

5170 00

$170 0 0

District No. 6, South,
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

$

li'm.
8 28
4 8 17
23 55

5170 00

P. Coombs,

Surveyor.

Appropriation,

S 80 00

S 8000
District No. 6, North.
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

S So 00

C. A/. Partridge,

5 39 30
59 00

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

$ 98 40
District No. 7.
Orders drawn.
Unexpended,

S 98 40

D. P. Hobert,

8 35 93
7290

Surveyor.

Unexpended iSyo,
Appropriation,

District No. 8.

John Morrison,
$4889
41 29

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1S90,
Appropriation,

District No. 9, South.

Geo. A. Williams,

S 15 00
25 31

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

$ 40 31

District No. 9, North.
S. W Thompson,
Surveyo
Orders drawn,
Unexpended 1890,
» 47 55
Unexpended,
Appropriation,
3268
$ 80 23
District
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Surveyor.
No. 10. y. S, Ij)well,
$ 24 39
Unexpended 1890,
49 1 r
Appropriation,
8 73 5°

% 40 iS
50 00
S 90 18

90 It

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Hi 83
65 00
S108 83

S108 8?

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

S 43 4°
55 00

>

3'
40 00

$ 40 3 1

S 15 2 3

65 00

S 80 23

$ 23 50
50 00

? 73 5°
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District

No. 11.

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

t

/". Y. Locke,

5 20
39 34

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

S 44 54

District

No. 12.

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

* 44 54

Geo. K. Green,

S 50 99
91 49

Surveyor,

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

£142 48
District

No. 13.

Overdrawn 1890,
Unexpended,

Surveyor.
$ 6500

Appropriation,

$6500

S 65 00

District

A'o. 14.

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Albert
$ 12 25
45 43

Thompson,

Surveyor,

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

District

No. 15, South.
S

6 75
49 08

No

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

No. 15, North.
s

Owen C. Mann,

3° 95
38 65

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

S 69 60
District
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

No. 16, East.
R. B. Smith,
Surveyor.
g
Appropriation,
$
^\oo
,, ..
S 75 00

District
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

No. , 6 , West.
J. J / . j o n e s >
Surveyor.
« (.-. . ,
.
Appro rlatIon
* £ «
P
'
,,
jo
0
Si45 00

% 5 83
5000
* SS83

s 5583
District
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

$ 268
5500
Jj 5 7 68

S 5768

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

* 9748
4500
$14248

D. H. Smith,

$ 25 18
3982

»'454
jooo

S 2460

45 °°
S 6960

S75°°
$7560

$14500

II
District No. 17.
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Albert S. L'pham,
Surveyor.
Appropriation,
$ 52 s s

S125 OO

4(102
25 80
$125 0 0

$125 0 0

District Xo. 18.

Frank //'. Orsborne,
$ 96 00
32 04

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1S90,
Appropriation,

? 28 64
100 0 0

M.'Si,,
St28 64
District Xo. 19, South.
Charlton Furbush,
Overdrawn 1890,
$ 39 51
Appropriation,
Orders drawn,
51 83
Unexpended,
33 66

Surveyor.
S125 0 0

$125 0 0
S125 0 0

District No. 19, North.
Overdrawn,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Eugene Luce,

S 67 64
60 55

Surveyor.

Appropriation,
S160 0 0

31 81
S160 OO
S160 0 0

District
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

No. 20. J. A. Tilt on.
Surveyor.
S 81 06
Appropriation,
62 59
° ' 35
S205 0 0

District
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

No. 21. Geo. E. Holley,
Surveyor.
$ 82 91
Unexpended 1890,
65 14
Appropriation,
SI4805

District
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

No. 22.
$

Surveyor.
O. L. Luddcn,
Appropriation,
5 32
93 28
16 40

Si 15 00

District
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

Surveyor
No. 23. E. 11' Parsons,
Unexpended 1890,
S 7 80
Appropriation,
22 30

$ 3°

IO

5205 0 0

S205 00

S 1305
13500
Si48 05

S115 00

Si 15 00

>

10
30 00

$ 3 ° 10

\2
District

Xo. 24, West. John \\.

Overdrawn,
Unexpended,

S 5 4 <><>

2882

Stevens,

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

S 8348
District

Xo. 24, East.

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

M348

Chauncy

$ 53 16
27 90

Bangs,

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

District

Xo. 25. - H. G. Eaton,
S 30 15
17 08

District

Xo. 26.

Leonard
S

Morrison,

4 90
64 47

Survey*

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

S145 52
37 8o

Xo. 28.

J. F. Wellman,

S 25 67
1734

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

District Xo. 29.

Frank

Hardy,

S 14 18
21 55
19 27

Surveyor.

Appropriation,

District Xo. 30.
t ' 8 77
47 4°
66

* 55'

% 55 °°

S 5500

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

S 1801
2500
% 43 0 I

% 4301

Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

S 33 32
15000
$183 32

^'8332

District

* 19 37
5000
$6937

District Aro. 27. . E. P. Ellis,

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

11723
3000
S 47 23

S 6937

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

7500

Surveyor.

Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

i> 47 23

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

S 606

S 8106

S 81 06

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

S 848
75<»

Xo

Surveyor.
Unexpended 1890,
Appropriation,

If 3 " ?
_35j»
S 6617

>3

Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

District No. 31. H. J. Ellsworth, Surveyor.
S 2 80
Appropriation,
22 23
14 97
% 40 00

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

$ 40 00

District No. 32. JoA/* />. Swain, Surveyor.
$ 20 40
Unexpended 1890,
75 18
Appropriation,
$ 95 S 8

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

District No. 33. Frank Garrett, Surveyor.
$ 57 90
Unexpended 1890,
31 §7
Appropriation,

District No. 34. J. E. Hiscock, Surveyor.
5 67 44
Appropriation,
20 8c
,2 7,

$110 00

Si 10 0 0

District No. 35. A. E. Knowles, Surveyor.
83065
Unexpended 1890,
43 30
Appropriation,

S 28 95
45 ° °
s

$ 73 95
Overdrawn 1890,
Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

$ 4 77
85 00
$ 89 77

$11000

Orders drawn,
Unexpended,

J 70 58
25 00
S 95 5 8

$ 89 77
Overdrawn 1890,
Order drawn,
Unexpended,

% 40 00

District No. 36. John Af. Craig, Surveyor.
$ 4 | 86
Appropriation,
11183
4 3'
S185 00

73 95

S185 00

S185 °°

RECAPITULATION.

By Appropriation,
Unexpended in 1890,
Unexpended in 1891,

£4,345 00
692 86
1,524 07
.561 93

To Appropriation,
Overdrawn in 1890,
Balance,

#4.345 0 0
691 80
1,525 13
,561 93

Unexpended balance,

J8i,525 : 3
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ROAD MACHINE.
Appropriation,
Orders for work,
Paid for Road Machine,
Unexpended balance,

^1,155 °°
$ 806 19
150 00
198 81
$1,15500

Unexpended balance,

198 81

CENTRE BRIDGE.
Orders for Superstructure,
Building and repairs of piers,

$12,850 00
962 84
*i 3 ,8i2 84

Bonds sold and temporary loan,
To balance account,

#5,600 00
8,212 84
$13,812 84

LARGE BRIDGES.
Unexpended in 1890,
Appropriation,

$ 81 64
750 00
$831 64

Orders for labor and material Red bridge,
Bridge near H. V. Winter's,
R. B. Smith's,
H. Corbett's,
F. Falls,
Twin bridges,
Williams bridge,
Centre bridge,
Fairbanks bridge,
Other bridges,
Planks for bridges,
To balance,

OI

$39*>
140 00
14 75
39 23
28 08
22 35
9 42
2143
4 25
18 55
142 40
$836 47
4 83
$831 64
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SUPPORT OF POOR.
Appropriation.
$2,560 00
Support of Insane.
$55399
Maine Industrial School,
2925
Supplies furnished poor, and clue from Anson.
6; 00
" Industry,
10 50
"
••
••
" " Winslow,
40 00
"
" Poland,
3 00
'• Chesterville, 11 00
Burial expenses of L. Ranger, charged to State,
87 82
"
Soldiers,
"
"
90 00
Support of Clarinda Backus,
"
Town,
6000
'• " Wm. P. W'yman,
"
'•
93 86
Keeping tramps,
5 25
Orders drawn to R. H. Smith, support of poor,
1.589 25
Due R. H. Smith on contract ending Apr. 1, '92,
953 94

TOWN CHARGES.
B. F. Whitmore, damage crossing land,
$ 10 00
C. E. Dyer, board of E. P. Spear,
1 20
H. E. Hodgkins, guide boards,
4 °°
Charles F. Packard, truant officer,
12 00
"
signs and guide boards,
15 00
E. W. Whitcomb, services as School Committee,
109 65
W. F. Berry,
"
"
"
9° 7 6
2I
Hiram Titcomb,
"
"
5°
:1
J. W. Fairbanks, services as Selectman,
7 75
C. B. Russell,
"
"
137 75
S. G.Craig,
"
"
14000
L W. Merrill, services as Town Clerk,
' 5 °°
I0
P. P. Tufts, services as Town Treasurer,
° °°
Dr. F. H. Russell, professional services E. P. Spear,
3 °°
L. G. Preston, labor repairing road,
' ° °°
8
J. C. Holman, for damages paid J. W. Averill,
5 °°
J. C. Stewart, labor on road,
5 °°
Knowlton, McLeary & Co., printing reports,
5 7 25
Daniel Clark, transportation of E. P. Spear to Insane Asylum,
12 00
2
Walter G. Collins, for damage sustained on road,
50

16
H. A. Ford, snowing Falls bridge,
C. L. Hanscomb, damage crossing land,
Theo. L. Stewart, table for school board,
J. P. Holley, balance on contract for building road,
extra work,
J. S. Kempton, work on granite curbing,
A. J. Gerry, supplies for school board,
C. H. Barden, lighting Falls bridge,
E. W. Whitcomb, printing notices,
M. S. Parker, wire for fence,
\V. F. Berry, expenses to Lewiston,
E. W. Whitcomb, expenses to Lewiston,
P. P. Tufts, for drain-pipe,
" freight on same,
Dolly S. Look, am't paid for work on highway,
J. H. Plummer, granite for curbing,
J. C. Church,
"
"
"
"
setting curbing,
Roland S. York, damage crossing land,
F. M. Norton, hauling timber for bridge,
Pittsburgh Bridge Co., for lumber and paint,
S. G. Craig, wood for Selectmen's office,
D. M. Bonney, paid for setting curbing,
Chas. H. Davis, services on bridge committee,
Watering tubs,
Paid for repairs on Nathaniel Gage road,
H. P. White & Co., supplies for Selectmen's office,

I

"
books for Town Clerk,
R. B. Smith, for railing road on Slide Hill,
Thomas Davis, material and labor on drain,
John Morrison, for removing old Centre Bridge,
"
extra work,
Dolbier & Waugh, rent Hall,
A. E. Dolbier, rent of rooms, School Committee,
Caroline E. Belcher, rent Selectmen's office,

*3 5°
5

l8 2

I2 00

*39 0 0
10 00
30 00
4° 0 0
4° 0 0
$2,151 9 1
$2,500 00

Appropriation,
Unexpended balance,

790
3 00
8 15
33800
33 °°
3°44
10 22
9°°
1 5°
6 z4
4 80
'7 27
i°5 °°
2 00
4
i ° °°
94 95
2860
300
2
8 50
4 00
I0
8°
5 z5
3 J5
3000
52 °°
*5 °°
l6
°3

g -.g

0„

i;

ABATEMENTS.
$300 00

Appropriation,
For year 1890,

.172 0 0

COLLECTION OF TAXES.
Appropriation,
To Charles H. Pierce, in lull as Collector for 1890,

>;,oo 00

345 °°

MEMORIAL DAY.
Appropriation,
To paid A. J. Odell. for G. A. R. Post,

$50 00
50 00

OUTSTANDING TOWN BONDS.
Due April 1, 1892, at 3 per cent,
Oct. 1, 1894, at 3 per cent.,
Oct.
Oct.
Apr.
Oct.
Oct.

1,
1,
1,
1,
1,

1895, a t 3 P e r c e n t ->
1896, at 3 per cent.,
1897, at 3 per cent.,
1897, at 3 per cent.,
1898, at 3 per cent.,

>i >,°oo 00
2,000 00
2,00

° °°
1,00000
5°° °°
5°° °°
5°° o 0

$ 17,500 0 0

TOWN ORDERS BEARING INTEREST.
Due November 19, 1891, at 4 per cent.,
April 1, 1892, at 4 per cent.,

$ 200 00
1,600 0 0
$1,800 00

INTEREST.
Appropriation,
Interest received on deposit,
Interest paid on bonds and temporary loan,
Unexpended balance,

$ 585 12
? 439 5°
$ 439 5°
$ .45 62
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State tax,
County tax,
Town tax.

TAXES FOR iBgi.
$5,069 04
Paid on State tax, $5,06904
County tax, 3,124 29
3.'24 29
Town tax, 9,045 77
•9-°45 77

LIABILITIES.
Balance due School Districts,
Highway Districts,
R. H. Smith, on contract, Apr. 1,

$ 2,628 19
1,722 88

1892,
953 94
35000
Interest due on bonds and orders Apr. 1, 1892,
Town Officers' bills for current year (estimated),,
52S o 0
Superintending School Committee's bills for the
200 00
current year (estimated),
300 00
Chas. H. Pierce, Collector, bill for current year,
1,80000
Town orders bearing interest,
17,50000
Town bonds on interest,
44 80
Town orders not bearing interest,

$26,024 81

RESOURCES.
Tax due from Daniel Hoyt, for 1886,
Chas. H. Pierce, for 1891,
Interest on Town School Fund (estimated),
Due on tax deeds,
Due from other towns,
Real estate, valued.
Cash in Treasurer's hands, Feb. 16, 1892,
Due for timber and boards sold,
Old timber on hand (estimated),
Furniture for Selectmen's office
To balance,

s

4 10
10,000 00

65 00
465 93
3 o°
200 00
1,705 26
[8 00
100 00
5000

$12,611*9

13.413 5«
$26,024 8I

'9
liabilities of town above resources ending Apr.
i, '91.
* 3 . 2 0 0 63
Cost of Iron Bridge,
13.812 63
$ 17,013 26

liabilities of town- above resources ending Apr.
1, V .

,

3.4>3 5-

Decrease in liabilities ending Apr. 1, 1892,

$ 3.599 74

ESTIMATES FOR THE ENSUING YEAR.

support of schools,
"
poor,
Defraying town charges,
Collecting taxes the ensuing year,
Abatements,
Memorial Day,
Interest on bonds and orders,
Repairing roads and small bridges,
Repairing large bridges,
Paying outstanding indebtedness,
To purchase school-books for town,

$3,000 00
2,500 0 0
2,500 0 0
35000
300 00
5000
500 00
5,000 00
750 0 0
2,000 0 0
250 0 0
Si7,200 00

C. B. RUSSELL,
J. W. FAIRBANKS,
SAM'L G. CRAIG,

)
\
1

Selectmen
of
Farming/on.

REPORT ON METHOD OF REPAIRING AND
BUILDING HIGHWAYS.

To the Taxpayers of Farmington:
In pursuance of a vote passed at the last annual town meeting, instructing the selectmen to investigate the method of repairing and building highways adopted in the towns that have discontinued the distrjpt
system, also to report in writing the result of such investigation, with
such recommendations as they deem for the interest ,of the town to
adopt, at the next annual meeting, we beg leave to submit the following
report:
The town having honored us with the labor of obtaining the information called for, but not making any appropriation to pay for the same
was somewhat embarrassing. We did not feel justified under that vote,
to constitute ourselves a travelling committee of investigation, consequently what information we have obtained has been by correspondence, and is very limited. The following towns have responded cheerfully to our inquiries, and we submit the same for your consideration!
WlNTHROP.

The town of Winthrop appoints a road commissioner, and has
pursued that policy for the last twenty years. The attempt has been
made several times to go back to the district system, but in each
instance, has been defeated by an overwhelming majority. The.com-,
missioner uses the road-machine wherever needed. Ditches the roadS,
where it is necessary in the spring, and fills the ditch with small stone§|
The triangle, and a long scraper attached to a bob-sled, is used for
breaking roads in winter. The average cost of their sixty miles of roaflf
per year, including the purchase of road-machines, and the building*
new roads, is three thousand one hundred dollars, and they have the
satisfaction of having much letter roads than under the old system.
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NEW GLOUCESTER.

This town abandoned the district system ten years ago. The care
of the roads is usually placed in the hands of the selectmen. They hire
a good man to take charge of the roads, and furnish him with four
men, and four heavy horses to do the road work. They cart on a large
amount of gravel, also cut the bushes at the sides of the road. Appoint
men in different parts of the town to break the roads in winter. This
town has one hundred miles of roads, and the cost of maintaining the
same is one thousand dollars less than under the old system, with much
better roads. The chairman of the board, J. \V. True, recommends
the use of more gravel on our town roads.
DEERING.

Thetownof Deering, from its incorporation (ten years) placed its
roads in charge of the selectmen. Their custom of expending their
money, is to divide the town into three districts, to be under the supervision of the board of selectmen respectively, and they employ the help
in theirrespectivedistricts to do the work. The plan works well; there
is no desire to change.
TURNER.

The selectmen of this town have charge of the roads. They
appoint men in the several highway districts to keep the culverts in
repair, turn the water, and clear the roads of stones, and in the winter
to break the roads, they employing such help as is needed. The roadmachine is run by a special crew, under the supervision of the selectmen. They have better roads than under the old system. No change
is recommended unless it be to have a road commissioner.
SKOWHEGAN.

The highway money raised in this town is expended under the
direction of the selectmen. They appoint agents, in different parts of
fte town, to perform such labor as is necessary to be done outside of
the work of the road-machine. This plan was adopted six years ago, is
*t»6ctory, and is recommended as a good one for other towns to adopt.
STRONG.

Their roads are under the supervision of the selectmen. They use
. aroad-machinein the summer. The breaking of roads in the winter is
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contracted for by the job, in the different districts. Their roads ar
reported to be in much better condition than under the old system.
BOWDOINHAM.

This town has eighty miles of roads. The repairs are under thi
direction of the selectmen, and are satisfactory. The breaking of roadi
in winter is done in the old way, by the hour, and is very expensive anc
unsatisfactory.
It will be seen, by the information received from the towns named
in this report, that they all express satisfaction with the change ir
methods of repairing roads, and do not in a single instance recommend
returning to the old system.
In view of information thus obtained from other towns, and also
from our own observation during the past two years, we think for a
series of years, a road agent, or commissioner, would be the mosfi
advantageous for this town, provided the right man could be found for
the position ; otherwise, we would recommend placing the roads under
the supervision of the selectmen, dividing the town into three districts,
each selectman to have charge of one division, who will appoint, or contract, with suitable persons to break the roads in winter, look after the
culverts, turn the water, and clean out the stones, also that the selectmen employ suitable persons to use the road-machines.
IN CONCLUSION.

Farmington has a fine climate, delightful scenery, and as intelligent
and industrious a population as can be found in any New England town;
coupled with these advantages, we need good roads, and safe bridges,
in order to attract the summer tourist to enjoy the health-giving breezes
from our hills and mountains.
In a pecuniary point of view, owners of real estate are benefited by
having good roads. Wherever we find an abandoned farm, we invariably
find poor roads lying alongside. The most valuable farm property is
located where we have the best roads.
Respectfully submitted.
C B. RUSSELL,
J. W. FAIRBANKS,
SAM'L G. CRAIG,

)
\
)

Selectmen
of
Farmington,

TREASURER'S REPORT.
m of Famtington in Account with P. P. Tufts, Treasurer, for the
year commencing Feb. 18,1891, and ending Feb. 18, i8g2.
DR.
To paid Town Orders,
School Orders,
State Pensions,
State Tax"for 1891,
County Tax for, 1891,
Coupons and Interest,
Cash on hand,

$25,71699
4,37850
510 00
5,06904
3,124 29
439 5°
1,70526

CR.
ByCash in Treasury Feb. 18, 1891,
$. 4,370 49
C. H. Pierce, Coll., in full for 1890,
8,600 00
C. H. Pierce, Coll., in part for 1891, 17,239 10
State Mill Tax and School Fund,
1,991 28
for Pensions paid,
510 00
Railroad and Telegraph Tax,
3018
Burial of soldiers,
12500
State pauper,
87 72
Crows killed,
13 3°
Rec'd for temporary loan and paid,
1,500 00
"
"
" due Apr. 1,
1892,
1,600 00
Town bridge bonds sold,
4,ooo 00
Towns for support of poor,
3 1 ° 43
Tax deeds,
117 48

#40,943 S 8
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contracted for by the job, in the different districts. Their roads an
reported to be in much better condition than under the old system,
BOWDOINHAM.

This town has eighty miles of roads. The repairs are under the
direction of the selectmen, and are satisfactory. The breaking of roads
in winter is done in the old way, by the hour, and is very expensive and
unsatisfactory.
It will be seen, by the information received from the towns named
in this report, that they all express satisfaction with the change in
methods of repairing roads, and do not in a single instance recommend?
returning to the old system.
;
In view of information thus obtained from other towns, and also
from our own observation during the past two years, we think for a
series of years, a road agent, or commissioner, would be the most
advantageous for this town, provided the right man could be found for
the position ; otherwise, we would recommend placing the roads under
the supervision of the selectmen, dividing the town into three districts,
each selectman to have charge of one division, who will appoint, or contract, with suitable persons to break the roads in winter, look after the
culverts, turn the water, and clean out the stones, also that the selectmen employ suitable persons to use the road-machines.
IN CONCLUSION.

Farmington has a fine climate, delightful scenery, and as intelligent
and industrious a population as can be found in any New England town;
coupled with these advantages, we need good roads, and safe bridges,
in order to attract the summer tourist to enjoy the health-giving breezes
from our hills and mountains.
In a pecuniary point of view, owners of real estate are benefited by
having good roads. Wherever we find an abandoned farm, we invariably
find poor roads lying alongside. The most valuable farm property is
located where we have the best roads.
Respectfully submitted.
C. B. RUSSELL,
J- W. FAIRBANKS,
SAM'L G. CRAIG,

)
\
)

Selectmen
oj
Farmington,

TREASURER'S REPORT.
Twin of Fartnington in Account with P. P. Tufts, Treasurer, for the
year commencing Feb. 18, I8QI,

and ending Feb. 18,

I8Q2.

DR.
To paid Town Orders,
School Orders,
State Pensions,
State Taxrfor 1891,
County Tax for, 1891,
Coupons and Interest,
Cash on hand,

#25,716 99

4,378 5°
510 0 0
5,069 04
3,124 29

439 5°
1,705 26
^in nil
P4 u ,y4o

CR.
By Cash in Treasury Feb. 18, 1891,
% 4,37° 49
8,600 00
C. H. Pierce, Coll., in full for 1890,
17,239 10
C. H. Pierce, Coll., in part for 1891,
1,991 28
State Mill Tax and School Fund,
510 0 0
" for Pensions paid,
30 18
"
Railroad and Telegraph Tax,
125 0 0
"
Burial of soldiers,
"
State pauper,
87 72
"
Crows killed,
13 3°
1,500 0 0
Rec'd for temporary loan and paid,
"
"
" due Apr. 1,
1892,

Town bridge bonds sold,
Towns for support of poor,
Tax deeds,

1,600 0 0
4,000 0 0

3 I Q 43
117 48

58
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By Cash Support of Insane at Hospital,
Old lumber sold,
License,
Treasurer of town school fund,
Interest for money deposited,

79
32 3 2
4 00
56 37
135 1 2
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$4°>943 58
P. P. TUFTS, Treasurer.
February 18, 1892.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 .

Tax assessed,

#63 00
Dr.

To paid Orders,

$53 4°:
Cr.

By Cash received of Collector,
Due the District,

#63 00
$ 9 60

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4 .

Tax assessed,

$1,647 79;
Dr.

To paid Orders,

$1,502 25
Cr.

By Cash received of Collector,
Overpaid by Treasurer,
Due from Collector,

$1,050 00
. „ 25
#597 79]

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 7.

Tax assessed,

$657 7°
Dr.

To paid Orders,
Due from the Collector,

„,
„
$20 38

g6s7

?0
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 4 .

Tax assessed,

$s* 78

Dr.
$22 02

To paid Orders,
Cr.
By Cash received of Collector,
Due the District,

Hi 78
#29 76

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 2.

Tax assessed in 1889,
Tax assessed in 1891,

£629 33
104 06

#733 39

Dr.
To paid Orders,

713 72
Cr.

By received of the Collector,
Due the District,

#733 39

#19 67

TRUST FUND.

May 3,1887, received of Matthew Brooks,
Interest to date,
Paid Order,
Jan. 12,1889, received of Alice M. Page estate,
Interest to date,

#200 00
3 1 78
$6 25
#5° °°
5 74

Interest to keep Burial Lots and Monuments in repair.
Deposited Franklin County Savings Bank.
P. P. TUFTS, Treasurer of Farmington.
February 18, 1892.

SCHOOL BOARD.

SCHOOL C O M M I T T E E

HIRAM TITGOMB,

FOR

1891-92.

Chairman.
Term Expires.

WALTER J. PETERSON,

1892.

DAVID E. CURRIER,

1892.

HIRAM TITCOMB.

1893.

WILBUR F. BERRY,

1893.

FRANKLIN 0 . LYFORD, in place of E. W. Whitcomb,
resigned, and whose term would expire in

1894.

Superintendent of Schools and Secretary of Board.
ENOCH W. WHITCOMB.

Truant Officers.
LEVI G. BROWN,

CHARLES F. PACKARD,

JOSEPH C. HOLMAN.

SCHOOL R E P O R T .
7t» the Citizens of the Town of Farmington :
Your School Board would respectfully submit the following
report as to the needs, progress and condition of our public
schools:
There is no question in the mind of the ordinary intelligent citizen in regard to the importance of our public
schools. That the public schools are at the foundation of all
good citizenship no one will deny. This being the case, it
becomes us, one and all, to do all in our power for the
advancement and prosperity of our schools. On their present
prosperity, depends the success of our citizens in years to come.
The school-boy of to-day is the business man of to-morrow.
On the rank of our students to-day depends in a large measure
the character of our future citizens. We, as a'town, within the
past few years, have gained several points which will be of great
advantage to us in the success of our schools ; not least among
these was the introduction of Free Text-Books, thus securing
uniform books to all, the lack of which has been a great drawback in years past Another thing has been the securing of a
School Board of five members, similar to those in our large cities,
empowered to examine and hire all teachers, thus enabling us to
select the best teachers within our means, to place them in the
schools for which they are best adapted, and to retain them
trough the year, where practicable. We have seen a marked
benefit from this the past year.
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As the town owns the text-books it is quite necessary for:
them to have some place provided in which to keep them
through vacation and when not in use. In many districts there
are no accommodations whatever for the books. They have to]
be carried to private houses or left in the desks where any one
can help themselves. The town should make it imperative on
the several districts to provide suitable bookcases with lock and
key, or else take the matter into their own hands and provide
for their care and safe-keeping themselves.
THE TOWN SYSTEM.

Shall we adopt it or not? This is the question before the
town. There are quite a number of districts in the town with
too few scholars for the profitable expenditure of money within
the districts. "What shall we do with t h e m ? " has been the
vexed question with school officers for years. It is still an unsettled question and likely to remain so under the present system. There are districts in town in which it is an impossibility
for them to come to any agreement to make improvements;
the only thing they can agree on, is to "agree not to agree."
In these districts it is impossible to make any improvement or
progress except backwards. Now let the town own the school
property, build the new school-houses, and this trouble is rid of;
at least, then the town can locate the school-houses to better
accommodate the majority of scholars than at present, and give
them much better and longer schools. We as a body earnestly
recommend the town system and have caused an article to be
inserted in the town warrant to see what action the town will
take thereon. Should the town refuse to adopt this system we
recommend the uniting of No. 21 (Spaulding Dist.) with No.
5 (Fairbanks), and the building of a new school-house suitable
for a graded school.
Also the erection of a new school-house suitable to accommodate two grades, in No. 9 (West Farmington). New schoolhouses in these districts seems to be an imperative necessity.

3i
Your School Board, on account of the limited number of
pupils in several districts, thought best to suspend them in
accordance with the provision made in Chap. 11, Sec. i, of the
Revised Statutes of this State, and expend the money and
school the pupils in adjoining districts.
No. 17 (Bailey District) was suspended and pupils were
schooled in No. 3, No. 4, and No. 9, a part of the money being
used for carrying scholars back and forth in accordance with
Statute provision.
No. 18 (Titcomb District) was suspended and pupils schooled
in No. 19 and No. 4.
No. 21 (Spauldihg District) was
schooled in No. 5 (Fairbanks).

suspended and

pupils

No. 26 (Dennis Smith District) was suspended and money
expended in No. 22.
No. 31 (Hillman District) arrangements were made whereby
the pupils were schooled in New Vineyard.
While these changes have made it inconvenient for a few, it
has generally given longer and better schools to the pupils, at
the same time being a great saving of money. As to the
present condition and progress of our schools, we refer you to
our Superintendent's report, in which he has given you full
details of the same.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
HIRAM TITCOMB,
WILBUR F. BERRY,
W. J. PETERSON,
F. O. LYFORD,
DAVID E. CURRIER,

School Board
of the
Town of Farmington.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To the School Committee of Farmington :
I have the honor to submit to you the following—my first
annual report as Superintendent of Schools in the Town of
Farmington:
In acting during the past year upon the duties assigned rne, I
have endeavored as far as possible to carry out your suggestions1
and directions, and in all other ways have endeavored to make
good the promise given the town a year ago, that under the
control and supervision of a school committee and superintendent, we would have better teachers and better schools. After
carefully reviewing the school work done during the past year,
and comparing the same with the work of other years, I find
abundant reason to believe that promise has been amply fulfilled,
although I do not intend hereby to convey the impression that
there is no opportunity for much improvement hereafter.
Against this recent change in our school supervision, as in
the case of all innovations upon old customs, I have found a
strong sentiment existing among a limited few of the town's
people which at times has greatly hindered me in the efficiency
of my work, and which in several instances has worked manifest
evils to our schools. It is evident that such persons are living
in too progressive an age, and for the sake of our good at least,
ought long since to have endured their penance on earth by
living in the suffering ages of our Puritan Fathers, when schoolhouses were prisons, and teachers and other school officials
tyrants.
The statistics found on subsequent pages briefly show a few
of the advantages of the school year over those of a"year ago.
By these it can be readily seen that the suspension of Districts;,
numbered i 7> i8, 26, and 21, respectively, and the apportionment of the scholars and money thereof to adjoining districts,
has proved a financial benefit to all the remaining districts in

33
town, inasmuch as the percentage of money ordinarily drawn
from the school fund and distributed among the smaller districts
under Sec. 12, Chap. 11 of the Revised Statutes, has been
somewhat lessened, thereby leaving more money in the general
fund to be distributed per capita.
The balance of unexpended school money is much greater
this year than it was last year at this time, for this reason, that
our winter terms generally have been much longer, and but
very little money was drawn in payment of the expenses thereof previous to Feb. 17, '92. Most of the schools have closed
since then or are now in session. I wish especially to call your
attention to a careful comparison of the number of weeks'
schooling had in the respective districts, and the balance of
money now due in each, with the same found in the school
report of 1891.
Districts 2, 5, 10, 12, 20 and 22 show an increase of 4, 2, 5,
7.1 and 2 weeks, respectively, and Districts 3 , 8 , and 19 will
have had an increase, respectively, at the close of the present
sessions. In No. 5 there are now being held sessions of school
in addition to the two weeks' increase mentioned above. No. 15
has had one week less schooling than it had a year ago ; it is
the only school in town that has fallen behind, but the reason
is self-evident. A year ago the funds of this district were overdrawn to the amount of $4.43, which necessarily were paid out
of the appropriation for the year just ended ; this sum, with the
balance of $3.27 now remaining to the credit of the district,
would have given the extra week's schooling and left a small
balance over. A very good showing, especially since there has
been a decrease of six scholars in the district by the census of
'•891. In almost every instance where the districts have had
the same amount of schooling as that had a year ago, the
balance shows an increase in the amount now remaining to the
"edit of the district; in a few cases, even where there has been
a
gain in the number of weeks' schooling, the increase is still
'0 be observed.
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The younger pupils from the suspended districts, 17 and 21,'
have been carried to school as provided in Chap, n , S e c t of
R. S., so that they have had the opportunity of going to school1
the full number of weeks required by law.
RURAL DISTRICTS.

Although the report a year ago showed that our schools had
made good progress compared with previous years, nevertheless the rural districts, especially, reflected but little credit upon*!
the town as an educational centre; the pupils were backward—f:
some of the teachers were inefficient, and a listlessness and;
don't-care sentiment appeared to pervade all; bright-looking-:
pupils, almost men and women grown, were criminally ignorant:;
in a few cases of the first four rules of arithmetic, and even:!
what was known was unable to be explained.
J
It has been my especial aim this year, so far as I was able, to
correct these abuses. I have required our teachers to endeavor
to interest pupils in their work, to correct their mistakes, and to.
oblige them to rely on their own resources as much as possible,
in learning and reciting their lessons. As a result, the work of
the pupils has been thorough, and if not commendable for
quantity, it certainly ought to be for quality. I find that the
better work has been done in those schools where you were
able, by reason of sufficient funds, to place your best teachers
and to keep them through the whole or a greater part of the
school year. Schools, for instance, in Nos. 3, 22 and 9 have
done commendable work. Is this not suggestive of a very important truth,—that consolidation of the districts so as to be
able to secure able and efficient teachers,—worthy of a strenuous
attempt on the part of those who would necessarily live at a
distance to reach school someway without murmuring?
I consider those parents wise who have taken the trouble
to send their children long distances to our larger schools; and
quite a percentage of parents have been doing this. Under the
very best school supervision, small schools necessarily mean

35
inferior teachers and a lack of enthusiasm on the part of the
scholars, and I know of no remedy for the same more effective
than centralization and consolidation of our districts. Districts
numbered 2, 3, 4, 8, 14, 15 and 21 have had the same teachers
throughout the year; 5, 9, 19, the same teachers for two consecutive terms.
TEACHERS.
The teachers generally have labored zealously and faithfully,
and have been especially commendable in their efforts to do
successful work; in a very few cases only has the work been
unsatisfactory and of a character that would justify any serious
complaint. Where any have failed to merit the desired success
the fault can be attributed in all cases to a lack of experience,
and want of discipline; their scholarship has not been questioned,
which fact I consider worthy of notice as tending to show the
progressive trend of our schools. All have shown a willingness
to carry out any suggestion that I have made, and they have
been required to report every two to four weeks, as was thought
advisable, the work done in their respective schools.
The greatest harmony has prevailed between them and your
Superintendent, and they have, so far as he has been able to
judge, co-operated with him in all matters pertaining to the
welfare of the scholars and the best interest of the schools.
Three teachers only, by reason of their methods, have given
cause for mild censure; two of them subsequently did good
work. None were suspended.
PARENTS. ,

I have reason to believe that as a general rule teachers and
school officials have had the sympathy and support of the
citizens throughout the town; but in matters so near and so
dear to every parent's heart as the education of our children
ought to be, their interest has not been so cordial and expressive
as it should be. Children need much encouragement in their
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work, for the tasks of the s c h o o l r o o m are to m a n y tedious am,
irksome; they want words of kindness and help ; they want ti,
see that their labors are m a t t e r s of interest and concern to thi
public, and that parents, especially, t a k e e n o u g h interest ii
them to visit the schools. T h e old idea of sending children t(
school as a mild form of b a n i s h m e n t is a relic of barbarism tha
the wise sense of your people o u g h t not in this age to tolerate
and yet pupils will ever retain t h a t idea j u s t so long as parents'
neglect them.
I am sorry to say t h a t t h e y are neglected, t h a t our schools
are not patronized by the public as t h e y deserve, and that the
pupils feel the slight.
I give a brief quotation from an editorial u p o n this subject
taken from the " H i g h School Whittlings," a p a p e r edited by
the pupils of the H i g h School, which I consider especially expressive of the feelings of teachers and pupils in all the schools
in town:
" W h y do not the town's people take m o r e interest in our
public schools? Surely we have an excellent school and as fine
teachers as in any school in the State. A l t h o u g h the term is
half done not a single person has visited us e x c e p t the Superintendent of schools. Does this show t h a t t h e p e o p l e take any
interest in our work? Does this e n c o u r a g e t h e teachers and
pupils and make them feel t h a t their efforts are appreciated?
We answer: No.
*
*
*
*
*
" W e extend a cordial invitation to our p a r e n t s and friends to
come in and see the work we are doing, and t h u s incite us to
&
better efforts."
There are important reasons also, other t h a n those mentioned,
why parents and others should visit our schools, and thereby
become possessed of the direct knowledge of t h e work being
done there. A m o n g other things I early felt t h a t their intelligent
criticism would be of benefit- ^ ™ •
. , "
ent to m e
, w
.,
•
,,
m detecting latent defects
that otherwise would escane m,, „u
.
ape
•
°
™y observation ; b u t I have found
t W r r V
f,
that criticism authenticated onlv k „ u
°nly by hearsay, and the Munchausen
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reports of pupils out of school and beyond the ears of their
instructors is of little value; and indeed, when unreasonably
circulated, productive of great injury. For instance, the censure
of a very few inhabitants in District No. 5, for the action taken
by me under your direction in grading the schools, has been
wholly unjust and subversive of the best interests of the school.
I still believe worthy criticism to be of value, but it should be
given me directly, from original sources, and for an honest purpose. It is an abominable delusion that has incited a few in
town in believing that the summum bonum can be reached only
bypassing unheeded the ninety and nine laudable acts done,
and by seizing with vandalic impulse the first mistake found and
prating it from every house-top. There is a proper time to
make proper criticisms, and it should be done in a proper
manner—known only to those most interested and unknown
to others—especially the pupils. It should be intended for
the good and advancement of the pupils, and not for any slur
upon either teachers or school officials. That parent hateth
his child who doeth otherwise.

VILLAGE SCHOOLS.

In the report of the Principal of the High and Village Schools,
given on a subsequent page, will be found some interesting
reading in regard to our village schools. The work done in the
respective grades compares well with that of former years, and
the teachers have labored faithfully in the performance of their
duties; that all have not been equally successful in their respective grades is a logical consequence ; the average mental ability
of scholars and classes varies from year to year, and the teachers
themselves, although thoroughly competent, are not gifted alike.
In the Intermediate grade there are a few pupils in the class
that came from the First Primary last spring that are doing
exceedingly poor work. I attribute the cause wholly to irregular attendance and to the treachery of the children's memory.
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Should they fail to pass in their examinations at the end of this
present term, I recommend that they be ordered back to the
First Primary grade at the beginning of the next spring term.
It has been my policy to instruct the teachers in all the
grades, that they allow such of their pupils as they thought
physically and mentally able to do extra work and win extra
promotion. The conception that a class is an undivisible
quantity has prevailed in the schools altogether too long. I
believe it to be one of the worst features of graded work, and
the superhuman efforts of the teachers in trying to keep the
class a unit wholly wrong. If in any case intellectual superiority
exists it ought to be allowed to develop itself, and I have
reason to believe that several pupils at the end of this school
year will have won extra honors as rewards for such work
done.
In regard to the Principal and his worthy assistant I can
speak only words of praise. They have been faithful and
zealous in their endeavor to lift the High School out of the
demoralized condition into which, previous to their election, it
had fallen, for causes which are unnecessary to be mentioned
here.
In the Classical department many abuses have been corrected
and new life and interest infused into the pupils.
Mr. Whitmarsh, especially, has proven himself well qualified
for his position, and his exertion in the school's behalf should
merit the appreciation of all. Since his connection with
the school the scholars of the High School have started the
'publication of a High School paper edited by themselves and
have organized a wide-awake debating society.

BUILDINGS.

I presume that we have as comfortable school-buildings^
the average country town, laboring under the old-fashioned
district system, but that fact is no excuse why young pupils
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should be obliged to attend school and sit 5 1 -2 hours a day in
the old out-of-date benches with straight back and desks far out
of their reach.
It is strange that more pupils are not affected with lung
and spinal trouble. Such kind of seats exists in altogether
too many school-houses, and ought to be removed at once.
There ought to be a new school-building erected in No. 9,
and another in No. 5. At present in the latter district, two
schools are in session. Advanced pupils in the school-house
and primary students in Ranger's Hall, where comfortable,
but small and somewhat unhandy, accommodations have been
secured.
In No. 7 a new school-building has been erected, but not
completed owing to a lack of funds in the bands of the Town
Treasurer. One term of school has been had in the district at
the residence of Mr. Partridge, another is now being held in the
house belonging to Mr. Macomber.
The change in the mode of heating the school-building in
No. 4, from hot air to steam, has proved a wise measure.
The present method can be pronounced a success.

SCHOOL-BOOKS.

Under the free text-book law all necessary books have been
loaned to the pupils needing them. Hitherto it has been the
custom to charge all the books forwarded to the respective
districts to the different teachers thereof, and to instruct them,
in turn, to keep proper accounts with their scholars ; for various
reasons this method has not proven a success and the shrinkage
has not been inconsiderable; I advise that a new method of
book-keeping should be adopted.
In the Village Schools the new Franklin Reader has been introduced as supplementary to the Lippincott series, and will be
introduced into other districts as fast as the need of them is
evident. I strongly urge that singing books be furnished pupils

40

of our graded schools, and that proper instruction be given
the pupils therein.
CONCLUSION.

Ever since my official connection with the educational
interests of this town, I have labored earnestly for the uplifting of our schools and for the advancement of our school
children.
I have at all times strongly favored any change which I
thought indicated progression, and my efforts have generally
merited your approval.
My duties have been pleasant and interesting, I knew that
they would consume much of my time, and for one year was
willing to devote that time to the interests of the schools, but
the responsibility and care of my regular business is such that
I can not, in justice to myself and others, continue them
longer, and I positively decline a re-election, either as Superintendent or as one of the School Committee.
I now believe that our school system has been greatly improved and will be productive of much good in the future. 1
believe that its success is assured, but that another person
will be more capable than I in advancing our educational
interests. I shall ever continue to take a deep interest in the
schools and shall ever be mindful of their advancement onward
and upward, until they shall have reached a level with the best.
The results accomplished this year instruct me to believe that
their trend will be progressive, and I hope that the citizens of
this town will be ever cordial in the support of any measures
tending to that result. The next step I anticipate will be the
abolition of the district system and the adoption of the town
system of schools in its place: such a change must come
sooner or later, and we can not for our own good take action
too early.
The town system, under our present supervision, would be a
gigantic stride toward harmonizing the difference existing be-
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tween practice and theory, the real and the ideal, as they now
exist, and would reduce to a minimum the existing grounds for
reasonable criticism. I would earnestly recommend that the
town system be adopted.
Respectively submitted.
ENOCH W. WHITCOMB,
Superintendent of Schools.

REPORT OF PRINCIPAL OF HIGH AND
VILLAGE SCHOOLS.
To the Superintendent of Schools :
It gives me pleasure to present this report. The affairs of
my own school have demanded so much time and thought that
sufficient attention could not be paid to the lower grades to
enable me to state with accuracy the scope and progress of
their work. In one there has been improvement; in another
no suggestions seem to be needed; in another appears a lack
of enthusiasm ; and in another quite satisfactory work is evidently
being done. The floor in two rooms has often exhibited an untidy appearance. In these same rooms it has generally been
too noisy at recess, and before session forenoon and afternoon.
Moreover proper assistance has not at all times been rendered
me in maintaining order in the halls and on the stairs. In other
respects no fault is to be found.
Cases of discipline have not been few. Sometimes the punishment has been a mild reprimand; sometimes application of
the rod; and in a few instances apology or suspension. In
every case that course has been pursued which seemed just and
advisable.
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A noticeable thing in the High School is the interest taken
by scholars living at a distance. Their punctual attendance and
earnest efforts to learn are certainly praiseworthy. Those near
ought to do as well.
Notwithstanding the fact that in my personal interviews with
parents they appear interested in the school as a whole as well
as in their own children's welfare, yet it does seem likely that
in some cases a little more parental care and force would result
in better attendance, better lessons, and better satisfaction on
all sides. The High. School curriculum is such that nearly every
pupil ought to study awhile at home. It will injure no one.
If children are permitted by parents to remain out of school
and waste time in various ways instead of being compelled to
attend regularly and do the prescribed work, surely the teacher
is not wholly to blame for slow progress and low rank. We try
to do our duty in our respective departments and make the rank
as true index as possible of the work of each scholar. Although
a teacher's influence reaches out from the schoolroom into the
home, yet the schoolroom, and not the home, is his principal
place of business.
We think parents often make a mistake in allowing a child to
drop a study merely because it is difficult to master. It is hard
work that develops mental muscle and prepares one to meet
and wrestle with problems of later life. Another mistake that
should be more carefully guarded against is to allow the classical
course to be commenced, pursued a few terms, and then discontinued.
Such time could be spent more profitably in
pursuing a different course. We are also of the opinion that
people can not thoroughly understand the condition of a school
and are not competent to pass just and intelligent criticism
thereon unless they visit—not one a year, but often. Frequent
visits by parents and others are beneficial to all concerned.
There is a standing invitation.
The assistant teacher has worked zealously to make the High
School a good one. Though not successful in every case, we

43
have tried to stir up an interest in the several classes that
the best results might come from the study of each and
every branch. In some studies not much ground has been
covered, but to grasp and digest has seemed preferable to
quantity.
In chemistry and physics we have done considerable experimental work. We have not had a full supply of apparatus,
but a call for the same, whenever made, has been promptly
responded to by the proper officer. In geometry attention has
been given to original exercises. In the classics a careful
study of the grammar has been deemed advisable.
Several new features have been introduced into the school
work not only because we thought they would benefit all, and
because we wish to raise the school to as high grade of work as
is found in the best high schools, but also in order that, if
possible, opportunity might be afforded for agreeable and interesting work on the part of those to whom some other labor
may be distasteful or irksome, in order that natural aptitude
may find field for action. We think this has been accomplished
in a measure by publishing a paper and organizing a debating
society.
Strenuous efforts have been put forth to awaken the pupils to
a due consideration of the worth of an education, and the importance of devoting their time and bending their energies to the
attainment of something substantial and useful; and to impart
instruction that will be of such practical value that these boys
and girls may become potent factors in the busy future — men
and women of excellent character.
We are aware of the fact that the High School has not
reached perfection under our management. We do not claim
to know everything or to be infallible. Whenever cognizant
of mistake made we intend to profit thereby. We purpose
to make changes from time to time, as we think, for the
better.
We have an excellent building, well-heated, well taken care
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of.

We have found the school officers r e a d y and willing to

assist us by way of advice, suggestions and

otherwise.

We

thank you for support and s y m p a t h y .
Respectfully submitted.
D. L. W H I T M A R S H ,

Principal.

COURSES OF STUDY.
For the Common Schools a course of study is recommended that
will cover the work done in the Grammar School of Dist. No. 4, and
any pupil doing such work and passing a credible examination given by
the Superintendent will be entitled to a certificate of graduation, and
allowed to enter the High School in Dist. No. 4 without further examination.
Farmington High School.
CLASSICAL COURSE.

FIRST YEAR.—Latin (Grammar and Lessons), English Grammar and
Composition, Arithmetic and Book-keeping (1st half year), Algebra (2d half
year), Physical Geography and Botany (2 half year, 8 weeks each).
SECOND YEAR.—Latin (Caesar), *Greek (Grammar and Lessons), General
History, Algebra (1st half year), Algebra Review and Roberts' Rules of Order
(2d half year, 8 weeks each).
THIRD YEAR.—Latin Composition, Latin (Cicero), fGreek (Anabasis),
Greek Composition, Geometry, {Ancient Geography and History.
FOURTH YEAR.—Latin (Virgil and General Review), §Greek (Anabasis
and Homer), Review Mathematics, French or German.
•Civil Government and Physics, tGhemistry and Physiology, {Rhetoric
and English Literature, §Mental Philosophy and Political Economy.
Studies marked thus ', f, J, §, optional as alternates for those of corresponding marks.
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ENGLISH COURSE.

FIRST YEAR.—Grammar and Composition, English History, Arithmetic,
and Book-keeping (ist half year), Algebra (2d half year), Physical Geography
and Botany (2d half year, 8 weeks each).
SECOND YEAR.—Rhetoric and English Literature, General History, Algebra (ist half year), Civil Government and Constitution of the United States
(ist half year), Physics (2d half year), Algebra review and Roberts' Rules of
Order (2d half year, 8 weeks each).
THIRD YEAR.—Geometry, English and American Literature with Composition, Chemistry and Mental Philosophy (ist half year), Physiology and
Political Economy (2d half year).
GENERAL EXERCISES in English Composition, Elocution, Vocal Culture
and Orthography throughout the courses. General and collateral readings
prescribed for each class. Only those who have completed either of the
Courses, and sustained an average of 70, will be entitled to a Diploma, but
pupils may take a partial course and receive a certificate stating their proficiency in the studies pursued.
Farmington Grammar School.
FIRST YEAR.—Language Lessons (second book), Complete Arithmetic,
Geography, Physiology, Writing, Drawing, Reading, Spelling.
SECOND YEAR.—Language Lessons (second book), Arithmetic, Geography; U. S. History,'Writing, Drawing, Reading, Spelling.
THIRD YEAR.—Grammar and Analysis, Arithmetic, U. S. History,
Writing, Drawing, Reading, Spelling.
English Composition required through the course.
Farmington Intermediate School.
FIRST YEAR.—Reading (Third Reader), Elementary Arithmetic, Introductory Geography, Writing, Drawing, Music, Spelling, Language Lessons
(first book).
SECOND YEAR.—Reading, Child's Book of Nature, Elementary Arithmetic,
Introductory Geography, Language Lessons (first book), Drawing, Music,
Writing, Spelling.
THIRD YEAR.—Reading, Child's Book of Nature, Elementary Arithmetic,
Grammar School Geography, Language Lessons (first and second books),
Writing, Drawing, Music, Spelling.
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First Primary School.
FIRST YEAR.—Reading (Second Reader), Primary Arithmetic, Writing,
Drawing, Spelling, Object Lessons.
SECOND YEAR.—Reading, Primary Arithmetic to include the Four Rules,
Language Lessons (first book), Introductory Geography, Talks in Physiology.
Second Primary School.
FIRST YEAR.— Reading (Beginner's Book), Spelling, Counting and
Writing numbers, Writing, Object Lessons.
SECOND YEAR.—Reading, Spelling, Addition and Subtraction, Writing
numbers, Writing, Object Lessons.
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STATISTICS.
Amount of money raised by town,
School Fund and Mill Tax,
Interest on Town School Fund,

#3,500 00
1,991 28
50 00

# 5 , 5 4 1 25

$ 3° 79
14
82
378
65
19
8
84
23
'9
18
19
20

5
22
l

7

31
!
3
12

15
185
612
168
3
61
92
12

84
63
97
71
84
05
16
68
28
10 08

7 5i
OV'R D'N 6 5
8 5 OO
59 0 6
18 5 9

$ 215 60 $ 211 20
126 48
140 25
470 82
448 67
1,611 32
2,191 40
321 09
378 30
54 00
'35 58
60 50
86 56
336 20
482 46
132 53
129 50
148 86
'35 58
53 10
134 76
54 75
'35 58
133 13
136 40
64 75
64 10
105 00
, 25 00
138 04
152 50
108 94
107 40

68 70
27 09
7 25

180 42
80 08
73 92

94
11

43 «2
30 80
18 48

7
5
3

4 36

899

#1,473-29

$5.54i.28

123 07
96 00
51 42

Balance
Feb. 16, 1S92.

Amount ol
Orders
drawn since
Feb. 17, 1891.

Amount
Apportioned
April 1, 1891.

No.
[ Falls (union),
2 Gower,
3 Norton Flat,
4 Village,
5 Fairbanks,
7 Sprague,
8 Bradford,
9 West Farmington,
io Dudley,
II Gilman,
12 Knowlton's Corner,
14 Briggs,
[5 »Russell,
16 Porter Hill,
17 Bailey-Hill (suspended),
18 Titcomb (suspended).
19 Mosher,
20 Holley,
21 Spaulding (suspended).
22 Walton's Mills,
23 No. Chesterville (union),
25 Furbush (union),
26 D.H.Smith(suspended).
28 Allen's Mills (union),
30 Barker,
31 Mcintosh (union),

Balance
Feb. 17, 1891.

DISTRICT.

Number
of Scholars.

The above amount of money has been apportioned to the several
districts, as follows, to wit: #6.16 per scholar in the union districts,
and #5.82 per scholar in the other districts, dividing the balance, of
$283.60, among the smaller districts.

35
2
207
1.193
225
85
87
238
29
6
91
88
3

19
07
78
°5
92
42
11
42
01
36
74
34
27

5 00
4 4 60
20 13
126 05
11 17
29 75
44 06
30 91
22 84

#4,386.38

^2,682.19

Balance due school districts, Feb. 16, 1891,
#i,473 2 9
Amount of school money apportioned Apr. 1, 1891, 5,541 28
#7,°i4 57
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Orders drawn since Feb. 17, 1891,
Balance due school districts, Feb. 16, 1892,

$4,386 38
2,628 19
> 0I 4 57

SCHOOL-BOOKS.

Gross expenditure for the year ending Feb. 17,
1892,
Amount expended in excess of appropriation in
i89°>

$ 496 06
30 18
$ 526 24

Appropriation in 1891,
Sales by Superintendent,
Deficit

$ 300 00
1562

>

31562
$ 2 1 0 62

EXPENDITURES BY SUPERINTENDENT.

Expressage on books,
Transporting books,
Telegrams,
Stationery,
Stamps and postal cards,
Paid work for making book-shelves,

$ 9 65
20
50
2 00
5 23
75

$18 ^

2d P r i m .
5
Ad. G'de.
Pri. G'de.
7
8
9
10
II
12
14
15
16
19
20
22
30

378

3 5o
3 So

3 00 10
3 00 10

39 31.S
42
54

5 00
4 00

3 00 10
3 00 10

46

5 25

1 75

3*
47

40

8

•9
8
84

43

35

23

11

9

'9

12

6

00

3 00 10

3 00

1 50

8

3

2 OO

8

33
33
49

53
37

45
30-25

39
40

10

5 00
3 00
3 10

12

6 00

3 10
3 00

12
12

30
34

4 00
6 00

3 00

12
10

10

S

4 00

45

32

6 00

3

00

4 00

1

50

II

iS
•9

10

00

10

s.s

3

00

I

So

7

7

fi.05

3

00

2 00

S

20

12

s

3

9
3

4 00
2 00

I 50
I 50

8
6

22

12

9

3

00

I

25

S

3

2

50

I

40

4

00

2 00

'7

3

31
5
35

16

12.4

7-5

20 0 0
7 00

6 90
4 90

2 00

26
6

$7 5° $ 3 00 12
4 00
1 70 •5

No. W'ks School.

36
36
54

00

$ 2

Price of Board
Per Week.

$ 7 00

No. Registered,

30

No. W'ks School.

37

Wages per Week
Exclusive of
Board.

S
IO
10
10

Av. Attendance.

1 70
a 00

Price of Board
Per Week.

M No. W'ks School.

Price of Board
Per Week.

00
00
^5
00

6 00
5 00

40
56

°5

$ 3 00

3
7
IS
9

Wages per Week
Exclusive of
Board.

ist Prim.

7 S-75
30
37
34 30.5

Av. Attendance.

j
4 l
4figh. (
\
Gram.
Int.

H
S2

$ 4 00

No. Registered.

2
3

35

Wages per Week
Exclusive of*
Board.

Addie F . McLain,
"Walter S. W y m a n ,
Alzie M . Sampson,
Eliza T . Sewall,
A m o s K . Butler, Prin.,
Mabel O. Mills, Ass't,
t>. L . W h i t m a r s h , P r i n . ,
Carrie E . Elder, Ass't,
Allie Appleyard,
*Carrie A . Whittier,
*Elizabeth L. Haley,
Annie M. McKenzie,
*Elizabeth L. Haley,
G r a c e C. P e r k i n s ,
Alice B . Dobbins,
Hattie A . Woodward,
Sadie Currier,
Theodore L. Hardy,
Gertrude F . Allen,
L u t i e F . 1-IoIIey,
L .M. Ames,
John J. Hunt,
Helen Searles, Ass't,
Lillian V . Kennison,
Susie F . F a r r i n g t o n ,
Charles P . Johnson,
Flora A . Pearson,
Betsey M. Smith,
Lutie F . Holley,
Lora L . Wi^ht,
Mellie Trefethern,
Mellie T . Ellsworth,
E v a A . Hatch,
Maud Searles,
E m m a E . Clark,
Ella F . Titcomb,
Alice B. Dobbins,
Lora L . Wight,
Flora A . Pearson,
E m m a I-. H o l b r o o k ,

No. Registered.

i

to Av. Attendance.

TEACHERS.

Ol

District.

No. of Pupils by
Census of 1891.

In the following statistics a brief synoposis of facts relative to any school can be obtained by following down the first and left
hand column until the required district is found, then follow across the page to the right, carefully observing the respective headings.
SPRING T E R M .
FALL TERM.
WINTER TERM.

12

S
10

6

6
14

4.4
10.4

2 50
4 00

1 50 10
1 45 10

T$

13.5

4 50

2 00

6

s-s

4 00

2 OO

16

n

4 OO

2 OO 12

9

10

6

4 OO

2 OO 14

10

8.4

5 00
S 00

2 50 10
i 75 10

9

x

S
10

5

aa 1S.6

Union
Districts,
* M i s s C a r r i e A . W h i t t i e r r e s i g n e d a t t h e e n d o f t h e S p r i n g T e r m , 1 8 9 1 a n d M i s s E l i z a b e t h X.. H a l e y , o f t h e 2 d P r i m a r y , w a s
N u m b e r of teachers employed during the year, 34.
elected to take her place i n the Intermediate grade.
t N o w i n session.

5°
TEXT-BOOKS.
List of Text-books authorized

for

use in Public

Schools.

KIND OF BOOK.

AUTHOR.

GRADE.

Lippincott Readers.
New Franklin Readers.

Davis.
Campbell.

Four Series.
2d to 5th inclusive.

Geographies.

Swinton.

Elementary.
Grammar School.
Physical.
Ancient.

Butler.
Tozier.
Arithmetics.

White.

Primary.
Elementary ;
Complete.

Spellers.

Hunt & Gourley.

Modern Spelling Book.

Algebras.

Wells.

Academic.

Language Lessons.

Hyde.

Book I.
Book I I .

English Grammars.

Meiklejohn.

Complete.

Physiologies.

Blaisdell.
Cutter.

How to Keep Well.
Advanced.

Histories.

Montgomery.
Barnes.
Swinton.

English.
United States.
Outlines of the World.

Book-keeping.

Bryant & Stratton.

Common School.

Geometry.

Wentworth.

Plane and Solid.
Plane.

Rhetoric.

Raub.

Practical.

English Literature.

Raub.

E n g . & American Authors.

Gray.

" H o w Plants Grow."

Hooker.

Child's Book of Nature.

Townsend.

Shorter Course.

Botany.
Natural History.
Civil Government.

5i
Chemistry.

Williams.

Introduc'n to Chem. Science

Parliamentary Law.

Roberts.

Rules of Order.

Physics.

Gage.

Intro, to Physical Science.

Latin.

Jones.
Allen & Greenough.
Harkness.
Collar.

Lessons.
Caesar.
Grammar.
Composition.

Greek.

White.
Goodwin.
Jones.
Goodwin.

Lessons.
Anabasis.
Prose Composition.
Grammar.

Psychology.

Putnam.

Writing Books.

Harper.

Nos. i, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8.

GENERAL RULES.
i. All teachers shall have the right to administer proper punishment at
proper times, but are positively forbidden, under any and all circumstances,
except in case of self-defence, to punish a pupil in any way upon the head or
face.
2. If any person wishes to prefer any complaint against any teacher
engaged in teaching in the town of Farmington, the same must be made to
the Superintendent of Schools; and all teachers are forbidden to enter into
any discussion with the person preferring such complaint, but are instructed to
refer such complaint to the Superintendent of Schools.
3- For obstinate opposition to authority, continued neglect of duty, or
other sufficient cause, the Principal of the High and Village Schools and any
teacher of the rural schools may suspend a scholar, and shall forthwith notify
the parent or guardian and apply to the Superintendent for advice.
4' Reading of select portions of scripture, the repeating of the Lord's
prayer and, if practicable, singing shall constitute the opening exercises of the
schools. In District No. 4, all the pupils in the High School building shall
assemble in the Hall, where the exercises shall be held under the direction of
the Principal; in case of his absence, by reason of unavoidable circumstances,
by one of the teachers specially designated by him.
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5. When pupils in the public schools shall lose, destroy or unnecessarily
injure any book or school appliance furnished such pupil at the expense of the
town, the teacher shall immediately report the fact in writing to the Superintendent.

FARMINGTON VILLAGE SCHOOLS.
GENERAL RULES.

t. The school-house and rooms shall be kept locked during the absence
of the teachers, and no person, or persons, except those who have charge of
the school-house, shall have permission to remain in, or enter them, during
such absence; provided, that for good cause the Principal may suspend the
last clause of this rule.
2. There shall be two sessions per day, of three hours each, and during
each session a recess not exceeding twenty minutes, and in no case shall they
be abridged or dispensed with except by permission of the Superintendent.
JANITORS.

3. The Janitor shall keep the buildings and grounds throughout in a
neat and orderly condition at all times. He shall sweep the corridors, stairs,
vestibules, outer steps and brick walks in front of the doors after the close of
each day's session or before the commencement of the next day's session.
Shall have the buildings comfortably warmed 15 minutes before the time for
beginning each session, and shall have the waste baskets emptied and the
several rooms dusted and in proper condition for school 15 minutes before the
commencement of each morning session. The several school rooms shall be
swept three times each week and oftener if their condition requires it.
4- At the Primary school-house he shall keep wood convenient for the
teachers to replenish the fires during the session and water for the pupils to
drink. At the High school-house sufficient steam only shall be kept to suitably warm the rooms, and more than 8 pounds of pressure should never be
allowed. The water in the boiler should never stand below the second gauge
from the bottom.
5- He shall ring the High school-house bell for 3 minutes, 20 minutes
before, and the same length of time, 5 minutes before the commencement of
each session. The outer doors shall not be open until the Principal or some
teacher designated by him shall be present in the building, and he shall see
that the outer doors and windows of the lower story are fastened at night.
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6. The buildings and grounds shall be kept in a manner satisfactory to
the Principal and Superintendent of Schools. He shall also do such other
things not enumerated in the foregoing as are naturally a part of the Janitor's
duty.
7. He shall have access to any of the rooms for the purpose of putting
them in order, in thirty minutes after close of school.
8. The Principal shall report in writing to the District Agent the failure of
any Janitor to comply with the above regulations.

TEACHERS.

9. It shall be the duty of the teachers to be in their respective schoolrooms twenty minutes in the morning and fifteen minutes in the afternoon
before the time for commencing school, and the school-house shall not be
opened before that time.
10. Teachers are required to give their personal attention to the preservation of order in the halls and on the stairs, when the pupils are filling in and
out at the close of school, and at recess.
II. Teachers are required to give viligant attention to the ventilation and
temperature of their respective schoolrooms.
12. It shall be the duty of the subordinate teachers to co-operate and
assist the Principal in the maintenance of order, study and discipline among
the pupils at all times; and perform such part of the instruction and discipline
as may be assigned them by the Principal; and to consult the Principal on all
matters involving the welfare and interest of their respective schools and be
governed by his advice.
13. All teachers are required to take daily care that the school-house,
furniture and apparatus in the same, as well as the out-buildings and grounds,
be not unnecessarily defaced or injured in any manner by the scholars ; and
they will be held responsible for the cleanliness and neatness of the schoolhouse and premises.
14. The Principal shall establish special rules for the purpose of securing
uniform good order on the parts of the scholars in passing through the halls
and stairways at the commencement of the school, at recess, and at dismissal.
It.shall be the duty of the other teachers to co-operate fully in securing this
object. And each teacher shall be held responsible for the order and discipline of his or her own school under the general direction of the Principal.
15- The Principal shall have access to all parts of the school-buildings and
school-grounds at any and all times; shall exercise general supervision over
the same; and shall prescribe such regulations as shall ensure the good condition, neatness and cleanliness thereof.
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i6. The Principal shall record every case of tardiness on the part of the
teachers of the respective grades, including himself, and report the same in
his monthly report to the Superintendent; tardiness to be reckoned from the
time when teachers are required to be in their respective schoolrooms by
these regulations.
PUPILS.

17. All pupils shall be required to obtain an average, in all their studies,
of 75, and in no study to obtain less than 60, reckoned on a scale of 100, in
order to secure promotion from one class to another or from one school to
another, including graduation from the Farmington High School.
r8. Any pupil who falls behind his class by absence or irregular attendance, by indolence or inattention, shall be transferred to a lower class by the
Principal, and any pupil so transferred may be restored by the Principal to his
original class when he shall have proved himself worthy of it.
19. Pupils shall walk quietly, and in single file, up and down stairs and
through the halls; make no loud noise at any time, in any part of the building : shall not loiter or remain in the basement, in the halls, or on the stairways, and at no time enter or rap at the door of any room not their own,
without previously getting the consent of the proper teacher.
20. Pupils shall not mark, scratch, or break in any way, the furniture,
casings, walls, windows, fences, or any of the appurtenances of the school
premises. Pupils committing such injuries, accidental or intentional, shall
immediately procure the necessary repairs or be punished in proportion to the
nature and extent of the offence, and shall be liable to prosecution.
21. Each pupil shall have a particular seat assigned him, and hook or
hooks in the dressing rooms, and shall be held responsible for the neatness and
orderly condition of the same, together with the desk and floor belonging,
thereto.
22. All pupils shall be required- to cover their slate frames to prevent
noise and injury to the desks.

[Extract from the School Laws.]
" SEC. 114. Whoever, whether a scholar or not, enters any school-house
or other place of instruction during or out of school hours, whether the teacher
or any pupil is present, and wilfully interrupts or disturbs the teachers or
pupils by loud speaking, rude or indecent behavior, signs or gestures/or
wilfully interrupts a school by prowling about the buildings, making noises,
throwing missiles at the school-house, or in any way disturbing the school,
forfeits not less than two nor more than twenty dollars, to be recovered as
aforesaid or on complaint."
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•'SEC. 115. If a minor injures or aids in injuring any school-house,
out-buildings, utensils or appurtenances belonging thereto; defaces the walls,
benches, seats, or other parts of said buildings by marks, cuts or otherwise ;
or injures or destroys any property belonging to a school district, such district
by its agent or committee, may recover of his parents or guardian, in an
action of debt, double the amount of damages occasioned thereby.1'
"SEC. 116. Whoever shall deface the walls, benches, seats, blackboards, or other parts of any school-house or out-buildings belonging thereto,
by obscene pictures, language, marks or descriptions, shall be fined not
exceeding ten dollars on complaint made within one year."
The following is a resolve passed by the Legislature at its session in the
year 1880 :—
Resolve in Relation to School Exercises and Examinations.—Resolved,
That among the exercises of the public schools shall be the reading of the
Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of the State of Maine,
as often as once in each term, by every scholar who has attained the age of
fourteen years, either singly or in connection with a class, and that each
scholar shall pass an examination at the close of each term, in the presence of
the visiting superintending school committee or supervisor, on the first, eighth
and thirteenth articles of amendments of the Constitution of the United States,
and on article first of the Constitution of Maine. And it shall be the duty of
the teachers and of the superintending school committee or supervisor, in each
town, to see that the requirements of the above resolve are carried into effect.

TRUANT

LAWS.

SECTION I . All children in the town of Farmington shall attend school
the full time in each year required by law.
SEC. 2. All such children between the ages of eight and seventeen years
not attending school, who have no regular and lawful occupation and are
growing up in ignorance; and all children between such ages, who
neglect to attend school, when so sent by their parents or guardian, or who
leave or run away from school without permission, shall be deemed truants,
and they and all habitual truants shall suffer a penalty of not over twenty
dollars and be dealt with as hereinafter provided.
SEC. 3. It shall be the duty of the truant officers of said town to act
upon all cases of truancy that may come to their knowledge, and to carefully
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see that these by-laws are strictly enforced. They shall have power to arrest
and take all truants into their immediate care and custody for the purpose of
returning them to such school, or schools, as they are accustomed or entitled
to attend, and shall be empowered to exercise such force to do this as may be
reasonably necessary.
Written notice of any such arrest or detention shall be sent by the officer
making the same to the parent or guardian of such truant. Said officers shall
also report all cases of truancy within their knowledge, what action they have
taken in relation to the same, and all other particulars relating thereto to the
Superintendent of Schools, and shall, when directed by the School Board in
writing, prosecute, in the name of said town, any child or other person liable
to any penalty as herein provided, or as provided in any of the public laws of
this State. (R. S. c. I t , § 21.)
SEC. 4. Whenever a child between the age of eight and fifteen years
neglects or refuses to attend school, upon the ground that he or she is provided
otherwise with the means of education equivalent to that taught in the common
schools as required by law, the truant officer shall, by asking proper and
reasonable questions of said child or otherwise have a right to satisfy himself
how the fact may be, and may report the case in writing to the school officers
of the town requesting instructions, who shall hear the case, after notice to the
person having control of any such child, and decide the matter and give notice
of such decision to such person having control of such child and demand that
he or she be immediately sent to some public school; and if such person
thereafter neglects to cause such child thereafter to so attend school, such
person having control of such child shall suffer the penalty provided in Sec. 1
of c. 22 of the public laws of 1887, to wit, not exceeding twenty-five dollars,
unless excused by reason of the child's mental and physical condition, as
provided in said statute.
SEC. 5. If any pupil leave or run away from school before the close of
any session without permission the teacher shall give notice to the truant
officer if practicable, and said officer shall return such pupil to school at once
if found.
SEC. 6. Whoever aids or abets a truant shall suffer a penalty of not over
twenty dollars.

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE SCHOOL
COMMITTEE OF FARMINGTON.

ARTICLE I.
ORGANIZATION.

SECTION I. The School Board shall meet for organization on the first
Saturday following the annual town election. All members shall, before
acting, be duly sworn to the faithful performance of the duties of their office.
SEC. 2. Three members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business.
SEC. 3. The Officers of the Board shall be a President, who shall be
chosen at the organization of the Board, and a Secretary.
SEC. 4. All questions and business coming before the Board shall be
decided by a majority vote of the members present. All records of votes
taken shall be records of the results alone; unless a majority of the members
of the Board shall order a yea and nay vote, when the vote of each member
may be recorded. Any public discussion of the doings of the Board, which
the members of the Board, or the Superintendent of Schools may deem it
wise to indulge in, shall be limited to the final action of the Board alone;
and in no case shall the individual opinions or preferences of the members
of the Board be publicly expressed, mentioned, or discussed.
ARTICLE II.
MEETINGS.

SEC. I. The regular meetings of the Board shall be on the first Saturday
afternoon of each month, at 3 o'clock.
SEC 2. Special meetings may be called at any time by the President, or
in his absence by the Secretary, or in the absence of the President and Secretary by two members of the Board, by giving each member of the Board
personal notice, or sending a written or printed notice through the mail the
day before the time of the meeting, when practicable. The object of the
meeting shall be stated in the call.
SEC. 3. All meetings shall be held at the office of the Superintendent of
Schools, unless otherwise ordered.
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ARTICLE III.
THE PRESIDENT.

SECTION I . The President shall take the chair at the hour appointed for
the meeting of the Board, and maintain the usual rules of order. In his
absence the Secretary shall call the meeting to order, and a President pro
tempore shall be elected.
SEC. 2. He shall call special meetings of the Board whenever requested
by two members.
SEC. 3. He shall present his annual report for the approval of the Board
at the time designated for the presentation of the Superintendent's annual
report.
A R T I C L E IV.
RULES.

SECTION I . Every proposition to make a new Rule, or to repeal, or to
amend any Rule, shall be announced to the Board, and referred by them to a
committee of two who shall give it careful consideration, and report to the
Board in writing at its next meeting, stating the reason for or against the
proposed measure.
SEC. 2. The Rules shall not be altered, amended, suspended or repealed,
except by vote of a majority of the full Board.
SEC. 3. Whenever any one of the Rules of the Board or the regulations
of the schools shall be amended the original shall thereby be repealed, and
the amended rule put in its place.
A R T I C L E V.
SUPERINTENDENT.

SECTION I . This Board shall elect annually by ballot in the month of
March, after the annual town election, and whenever a vacancy shall occur, a
Superintendent of Public Schools, who shall enter upon his duties at once,'
or at such date as the Board shall specify.
SEC. 2. The Superintendent shall have, under the direction and control
of the Board, the care and supervision of all the schools, and shall, by continuous and systematic visitation of them, make and keep himself thoroughly
acquainted with their condition, and labor for their improvement.
SEC. 3. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to attend all the
meetings of the Board, except the meeting or meetings for the election of
Superintendent. He shall perform the duties of Secretary, and when called
upon through the Chairman of the Board shall communicate any informatiofg
he may have upon the matter under discussion, and any opinion he may deem
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important toward the result of the discussion; but shall not have the right
to vote.
SEC. 4. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent, as Secretary, to keep
a full and accurate record of the proceedings of the Board. He shall give
notice of all regular and special meetings, and shall send a copy of all new
rules and regulations affecting the schools to all teachers and to members of
the Board; and shall also prepare the annual returns to the State Superintendent as required by law. He shall keep his records in his office, and there
file all reports and other papers connected with the Board, and perform all
other services usually required of a Secretary, or as may be required by the
Board.
SEC. 5. The Superintendent shall have an office, and it shall be his duty
to be in his office each week, except in vacations, on Saturdays P. M., from
z to 4 o'clock.
SEC. 6. It shall be his business, in these hours, to receive all communicationsfromany source relative to the condition of the schools, to hear all
complaints of principals against subordinates and pupils, and of parents
or guardians against teachers, and to adjudicate, or dismiss, or report to the
Board these complaints, as the case may require; provided, that any alleged
misconduct shall be carefully investigated, and any penalty affixed shall be
prescribed in writing; and provided, also, that from any decision of the Superintendent there may be an appeal to the Board.
SEC. 7. In case of the illness of the Superintendent, or other temporary
absence, he shall notify the Chairman of the Board, and they shall jointly
make such arrangements of the office business as shall be deemed most
expedient.
SEC. 8. He shall visit each school as often as twice a term, if practicable, and personally examine the progress and condition of the several
departments, observing the character of the instruction and the modes of discipline employed. He shall suggest remedies for defects in teaching, and
illustrate in the schoolroom the best methods to be employed.
SEC. 9. He shall have the authority to suspend any scholars from school,
whenever he considers such a course necessary, and shall iinmediatety thereafter notify the parents or guardian of such pupil of the fact.
SEC. 10. He shall see that the regulations of the Board are faithfully
observed, and shall report any failure to comply with the same.
He shall also report to the Board, at each monthly meeting, the condition
of the several schools, with such suggestions as he thinks proper.
SEC 11. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent to advise and direct
teachers relative to questions of instruction and discipline ; to secure the due
subordination and co-ordination of the schools and the pursuit of a uniform
course of study in all that are of the same grade; to see that only the pre-
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scribed text-books are used, and all the regulations of the schools properly
enforced; to appoint and conduct the examinations for admission to the
schools, and for promotion within them, in which he shall have the authority
to require the assistance of any teacher; to conduct the examination of the
teachers, under the direction of the School Board; and to control the transfer of scholars from one school to another of the same grade, and countersign
certificates of transfer.
SEC. 12. The Superintendent shall receive from teachers their fortnightly
reports, and classify and present them to the Board at its next meeting.
SEC. 13. The Superintendent shall cause to be printed all necessary
blanks for the use of the Board, teachers,*and himself; and shall keep an
adequate supply of these blanks, as well as registers and record books, and
furnish them when called for; and shall procure under the direction of the
Board, the diplomas to be awarded under the rules, and cause them to be
properly inscribed.
SEC. 14. The Superintendent shall prepare and present to the Board
such special reports as the Board may from time to time require, and also, at
the last meeting of the Board at the close of the^school year, a general report
of his labors for the year then closing, accompanied by such statistical tables
and such suggestions in regard to the increase of the efficiency and usefulness
of the schools as he may deem advisable.
SEC. 15. The pay of the Superintendent shall be two hundred dollars per
annum ($200). This shall include horse-hire, and full pay for all service rendered in attendance upon the duties of his office in the town of Farmington.
In case of resignation or expulsion from office the Superintendent shall receive
such a sum of the above amount as the work done by him is proportional to
the Superintendent's work for the year; and the amount so paid shall be determined by the School Board.

